“Lights, Camera, Tax Credits! And Gridlock for Everyone!”

Dear, Jackson

Can we afford another Hollywood hustle?

The boondoggle known as Summerlin Studios is rearing its ugly head again — because
apparently, bad ideas never die in Carson City. Now Governor Lombardo is reportedly
planning to put this recycled studio scheme back on his special session agenda. Why? Your
guess is as good as mine. It defies logic. The Legislature already buried this idea once, and for
good reason — it was a taxpayer-funded fantasy dressed up as “economic development.”

Nevada lawmakers are once again being sold a shiny new dream — a so-called “Studio
Infrastructure and Workforce Training Act” — that’s really Jjust another Hollywood handout
dressed up as “economic diversification.”

Assemblywoman Sandra Jauregul (D-Clark) claims her bill is “a smart investment in
diversification, workforce training, and community growth.”

In reality, it's a $1.5 billion tax giveaway to an industry that, as former Nevada economic
development chief Michael Brown recently wrote in the Review-Journal, “does not pencil
out.”

A Costly Mirage

Hollywood insiders are calling 2025 the “exist 'til 28" era. The entertainment industryisina
“downward spiral,” according to the Wall Street Journal report Brown cited.

Yet Jauregui and a handful of Democrats - and even some misguided Republicans - want
Nevada taxpayers to foot the bill for it.

Under the plan, movie studios could receive up to $1.5 billion in transferable tax credits —
credits that can be sold to other corporations to offset their taxes.

That means even companies that have nothing to do with filmmaking could end up profiting

while Nevada's general fund loses out.
Over

Bremvemne ADUYLT SUYPERVISION 70 THE MEVADA LEGLSLATIRE!



Veteran GOP political consultant Sig Rogich didn’t mince words when asked about it this week
on Nevada Newsmakers.com

“Ithink i1t's a mess. I don't think it's good for our state. I call it a big boondoggle. ... The film
industry has made deals in 30 states. I don’t know any of them that have worked.”

He's right.

Michigan scrapped its fllm program. New Mexico gets back only 14 cents on the dollar. Even
Georgia — once touted as the model — is seelng studios flee for cheaper labor overseas.

Jobs That Vanish When the Cameras Stop Rolling

Supporters claim the proposal will create “tens of thousands of good-paying jobs.”

But as Brown explained, those figures rely on “induced Jjob” models — fancy economic math
that inflates numbers by counting restaurant servers or Uber drivers who might serve film
Crews.

Actual, permanent jobs are another story.

Rogich warned the same thing:

“It’s not a long-term job creator. It's a short-term deal while they build the studios. ... After
that, they're going to bring in the experts to film. They're not going to hire Nevadans.”

That's the pattern nationwide.

A National Bureau of Economic Research study found fllm subsidies mainly benefit out-of-
state specialists who hop from project to project.

In Massachusetts, two-thirds of the wages paid through their program went to non-residents.
Al and “Woke” Hollywood Don’t Need Nevada's Help

Even Tyler Perry — one of Hollywood's most successful producers — hit pause on an $880
million studio expansion because of artificial intelligence.

“Many jobs will be lost,” Perry warned.

If Hollywood itself is bracing for Al-driven layoffs, why on earth should Nevada, bet billions of
taxpayer dollars on an industry that may soon automate away its own workforce?

Rogich also pointed out the cultural cost:

“Why are they leaving Hollywood? Why would we want to Hollywood-ize Nevada? Who the
heck wants those people here? ... I don't like the woke mentality that comes with it,”

Nevada has worked hard to keep its business climate welcoming and balanced. Inviting
Hollywood’s politics and payroll inflation is the opposite of that.
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Republican leaders see the danger, Senate Republican Minority Leader Robin Titus has said
there’s “no support” among Republicans for a special-session revival of this bill (Nevads News
& Views, May 2025). She meets weekly with Gov. Lombardo and has been “not real thrilled
about the film tax credit scene,” as Rogich put it.

Titus is right to be skeptical. Every dollar given away in film credits is a dollar not spent on
schools, infrastructure, or public safety.

But Rogich summed it up perfectly:

“We're giving away tax credits to an industry that has never performed. ... It's not smart
business.”

If Nevada wants to create real jobs, it should invest in manufacturing, logistics, and water-
efficient infrastructure — not temporary movie sets.

As Brown wrote, “The opportunity today lies in manufacturing.”

That's where long-term, high-wage employment comes from — not from propping up a
struggling industry built on subsidies and sequels.

Hollywood may be running out of ideas. Nevada shouldn’t run out of COmMImMon sense.
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— George Harris, please call me at 702-373-8868 or email me george@fogvegas.com
Republican Candidate for Nevada State Senate - District 8

P.8. Apparently, I'm on the “wrong side of the fence” on this issue — at least according to one
lobbyist who called to inform me that my political career is “over.” Seems I'm “messing with
the wrong people” for daring to speak out against this nonsense.

The good news? I told him exactly what I tell anyone who tries to bully me: I don't give a
flying hoot what he thinks. I didn't get into this to please lobbylsts or cash in on favors — I got
into this to make our community stronger, I'm a retired CEQ; I don't need anything from
special interests. My only interests are my family, my neighbors, and my state.

P.8.8. If you agree with me, I need your help — right now. Here's the ask:

1. Talk to your neighbors. Let's rally together and stop this madness before it starts.
Common sense has to make a comeback in Nevada.

2. Call the Governor’s office and tell him you're not happy about reviving this Hollywood
handout: 703-486-28500.Your voice matters — they need to hear it.
3. Contact my opponent, Senator Marilyn Dondero Loop. She backed this boondoggle
during the last legislative session. Let her know you don't support this insanity.
* Email: marilyn.donderoloop@sen.state.nv.us

Together, we can remind Carson City that Nevada's taxpayers aren’t an ATM for failed
Hollywood fantasies.
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